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with two other portions of ethyl acetate if deemed advisable. The mixed ethyl acetate extract
is washed first with 5 cc. of distilled water and then 5 cc. of diluted sulphuric acid. The washed
ethereal solution is then filtered through a dry filter paper and is evaporated on a water-bath until
the ethyl acctate has completely dissipated. 1f a syrupy residuc remains it may be weighed as
lactic acid. If the test is merely qualitative, the residue is dissolved in 5 cc. of a one per cent
resorcinol solution and this solution is layered upon 5 cc. of concentrated sulphuric acid. If the
mixture, upon standing for two minutes, followed by gentle rotation, shows a red color, the pres-
ence of lactic acid is indicated.

In conclusion we may state that ethyl acetate is the only solvent that we have
used which removes the lactic acid without taking with it traces of sugar, citric
acid or tartaric acid. Even then, the careful washing of the ethyl acetate extract
is essential since these three substances may be mechanically carried over with the
ethyl acetate unless the latter is carefully washed. These three substances must
be completely removed, otherwise they interfere with the resorcinol test.
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M. Calixte Crinon, who died March 17th, at Centrale and, in 1906, president of the Paris So-

the age of ninety, at his home in Paris, was
known as the ““Grand Old Man” of French phar-
macy. Aside from being active in pharmacy
until a few years before his death, he edited the
Repertoire de Pharmacie from 1889-1927. In
1903, he was chosen president of the Pharmacie

ciety of Pharmacy; he was also archivist of the
Syndicat des Pharmaciens de la Seine. He
took a keen interest in the scientific side of
pharmacy and was untiring in the cause of the
retail pharmacist.



